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Knights of Columbus   Established in 1897  

   I will start by saying “yes it’s been awhile since our last  

   newsletter”. Given my current health issues and mandate from 

   my Wife, my Family and my physician to “Slow Down” I  

   reluctantly followed their advise. I am back though and will do 

   my best to publish our newsletters thru June with the always 

   present help of Sue Conway who always does a Great Job of 

   putting all that I send her into a working document for  

   publication. 

These past few months have been very active at The Knights as our busy season 

continues through June. Bookings and events continue to be very strong with many 

events booked thru year end and some into 2021.  

Highlights from the past several months include: The Pink Party Carol Baldwin Cure 

for Breast Cancer event sponsored by The Ladies Auxiliary - Knights/Tyburn SU 

sports banquet  - The Knights meat raffle + $100 raffle + Christmas Appeal ( we 

distributed approx. $7,000.00 to needy families, parishes, food pantries etc.) - Hosting 

the 3rd and 4th Degrees in Auburn - Kentucky Derby Ladies Auxiliary party - SU/

Notre Dame get together - Veterans Day After celebration - Caroling at nursing homes 

(our own Jeff DeChick makes a great Santa) - New Years Day dues collection kick off 

- Operation Enduring Gratitude 3 launch - Knights Soup Kitchen - Ash Wednesday 

services at The Knights - Friday Fish dinners -  etc./etc./etc. - these are just some of 

the highlights. With help from our volunteers, benefactors and sponsors Brothers and 

Ladies Auxiliary we, by working together, can “Make a Difference” in our 

Community. 

Our gross revenue as well as margin contributions are again in line with budget 

expectations. Results for fiscal YTD are in line with budget expectations. Every % of 

margin improvement adds to our bottom line and enhances our ability to “Give Back” 

to our community.  Additional and more specific financial results are discussed at 

each monthly Council meeting and are logged into our Council agenda and minutes.  

The month of February also ushers in one of the most sacred times of our Catholic 

faith.  Beginning with Ash Wednesday on February 26 the Catholic Church begins the 

process of preparing “Us” to better appreciate the death and resurrection of Christ 

through repentance, prayer, self examination, fasting and self denial. We are reminded 

that as the priest makes the sign of the cross on our foreheads we should remember 

that “dust thou art, and unto dust you shall return”. 

During our Ash Wednesday services at The Knights, Deacon Mike (Deacon Mike 

Evans from St. Peter and Paul Ukrainian Catholic Church) offered us all a challenge. 

“Lent is a time for fasting, giving up, sacrificing, and doing without. 

Though important let’s also give back as well as we give up. Let’s give 

back to others in need. Let’s work to make a positive difference in the 

lives of others”. Thank you Deacon Mike for your advise and also for 

presiding over our annual Ash Wednesday Service. 
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Pope Francis during his Ash Wednesday speech added a modern twist to the list of things to quit during 

Lent and beyond. “It is time to give up useless words, gossip, rumors, tittle-tattle and speak to God on a first 

name basis”. Fasting and reflection are important but we must also practice more good deeds, alms giving 

and be particularly closer to the needy. 

Lent is also the process that leads us to a celebration. The Celebration of Christ’s resurrection from the dead. 

The most important holiday in the Christian Calendar. The end of Holy Week and the beginning of the 

Easter Season lasting seven weeks and ending with Pentecost. 

Yes, Easter will be a time to celebrate but let us also celebrate Lent as a time of “Giving back to others”. 

I am also please to announce that we had special visitors from The Catholic Courier. Jennifer Burke, an 

editor from The Catholic Courier, recently interviewed me in reference to our weekly soup kitchens for the 

needy. Jennifer was most interested in our process, content, start and foundation and our Council’s giving 

back to the Community that we serve. Subsequent to Jennifer's interview a photographer from The Courier 

was dispatched to photograph our Council at work during one of our Tuesday soup kitchen events. Jennifer 

also interviewed several of our volunteers. Council 207 and our Ladies Auxiliary are expected to be featured 

in a future article of The Courier. A job well done.  

NOTE: In addition to serving, hearty soup, we also provide bread/butter, water, deserts, PBJ sandwiches, 

containers to go for an extra meal, winter clothing and bus money as needed.  

The Knights of Columbus is also a member of our community “Hunger Task Force”, a founding member 

and one of 7 organizations that provide meals to those in need seven (7)  days a week. 

I also enjoy traveling to other parishes and Councils. I recently attended Mass at St. John the Evangelist 

Church in Naples, Florida. A magnificent Church, Parish and Catholic Youth Center to include 36 different 

ministries, social groups, support groups and prayer groups. A very large Parish with weekly collections of 

$63,000.00. (Yes, $63,000.00/week is not a misprint) I also attended The Knights of Columbus Council 

11281 Council meeting. With 240 members their Council format, structure and meeting agenda is the same 

as Council 207 however we have significantly more activities ongoing. I found their meeting very 

interesting with some creative fundraising plans that I will recommend to our Council. They were also very 

welcoming of my attendance, interested in our activities and were most impressed with the #207 and our 

121 years as a Council. I would encourage our Brothers to visit other Councils in your travels as can provide 

a wealth if information and Brotherhood. 

In closing, thanks to all of you for your time in reading our newsletter. I am always interested in your 

suggestions, ideas as well as input.  I am also so Very Proud to be part of the Very Best Knights of 

Columbus Council - Council 207 as well as the Very Best Ladies Auxiliary. 

Thanks for all you do and God Bless. 

 

 

 

 

Fraternally,  

Jack     

Jack Baraczek 

Grand Knight, Council 207 

Please feel free to contact me should you have questions or just to talk. I would welcome your input.    

My contact information:  Phone: 315 415-5325      E mail: jackbaraczek@gmail 



 

 

Special Thanks - I would like to give “Special Thanks and Recognition” to the  

following individuals: The list grows........ 

 

Families - Thanks to our  Families for  your  suppor t, understanding and par ticipation in our  KOC 

activities 

Finance committee - The mission continues - year over year improvements continue— Bob Pine-Mark Carr-

Tony Bellerdine - Jim Solomon- Tom Carter- CJ Shaw - for their continued efforts , professionalism and 

commitment to stay the course   

Charitable committee - We need a Chair/Leader for this committee - please contact Jack Baraczek or any of 

the Officers or Trustees - our mission continues - our charitable donations remain strong and growing - 

continued growth = increased giving to those in need.  

Entertainment committee: We are looking for  additional volunteers for  our  enter tainment committee. 

Meetings are held once a month. Please contact me asap if you are interested. 

Capital projects committee: We have formed a committee TEAM - we have identified and prioritized 

capital improvement projects needed over the next 5 years. Tom Carter and Mike Charles are spearheading this 

project. Details contained in monthly Council meeting minutes. 

Veterans - thanks always to our Veterans - we celebrate you each and every day of the year - thank you for 

your service to our Great Country.  

Volunteer of the month - March - Soup Kitchen Volunteers. Notable = Bill Brown, JoAnn Fields, Terry 

Walawender, Sue Podolak -  These individuals have been at every soup kitchen from set up to service to clean 

up each and every week. In addition the many volunteers and contributors to include The Tyburn basketball 

Team, local restaurants, winter clothing donations (400+this year), Wegmans etc. Your actions and deeds do 

not go unnoticed. To all of you, you give to our “Guests” each week for the sake of giving and making a 

“Positive” difference in the lives of so many. 

Deacon John Tomandl - Mike Skomsky -  Thank you for hosting up our Rosary Service each month at 6:30 

prior to our Council meeting 

Patrick Carbonaro  -  thanks for your continued council and guidance in support of Council 207 

Lee Vanderpool - thanks for  your continued support of our newsletter and your generous contributions.  

Wives, Families, Significant others - thanks for your support of our Council Brothers and members of The 

Ladies Auxiliary - volunteering takes time and effort and your support is appreciated 

Officers, Trustees, members of Home Corp. - thanks always for your extra effort and support of Council. 

Don Poole - all of us appreciate your event and schedule coordination  

Bar Manager - Tom Crawford - thank you for your continued efforts and work.  We look forward to working 

together and continuing in our commitment to serve our Council and our Brothers and guests. 

Bartenders - thanks for your continued wit, your humor, your infectious smiles and putting up with the antics 

of our patrons  - thanks all for putting up with our bartenders.  

 “THE” Ladies Auxiliary - Sandy and TEAM - thank always  for your continued charitable contributions to 

our community and Council - your efforts and that of the Ladies Auxiliary   

Council 207 Brothers and Ladies Auxiliary members - thanks for helping to promote Council 207 and also 

for your participation in Council activities and visiting the KOC  

Special thanks - to the many volunteers that continue to appear in this section each month 



 

 

News and Views:   Results year over year continue to be very favorable,  YTD February 2020 vs YTD 

February for both Council and Home Corp are within our fiscal budgets. Our gross $’s in February were even 

with last year. Buy vs. gross % continue as “Best in Class”. The average past 3 months gross vs  spend was 

below industry standards. February was approx. 34%. Every % of improvement = increased profits for Council 

and increased charitable contributions. Our financial committee continues to meet regularly. Mark Carr  

provides an update on our fiscal performance, YTD, for both Council and Home Corp. Detailed financial  

updates are available at monthly Council meetings.  Home Corp. is current with all obligations to Council.   

 
Activities in February remained strong with 31 events scheduled. Our rental contributions are the highest in 

several years.  Many organizations are booking their events/meetings well into 2020 and some booking into 

2021.  It is very important that you contact Don Poole well in advance when booking an event.  A debit/credit 

system was approved by Home Corp.  We will delay implementation until we are fully staffed with additional 

bartenders and expect to launch during the quieter months later this spring  Our physical building is in need 

of repair over the next 1-5 years. We are in need of the following - painting inside and out - repair of outside 

rear wall - stove repair or replacement - coat parking lot - remove and replace rear landscaping - security 

system - new computer - reconfigure kitchen - replace air conditioner (21 years old) repair outside walls, etc.. 

All have been identified at Council meetings and with in our finance committee . Plans are under way to 

prioritize and set up a schedule to proactively address all issues over the next 5 years. We will establish a 

budget and timeline and all will require Council approval. We are currently receiving bids for the early 

projects. We have also replaced all of our standard light fixtures with new LED fixtures and lights, both inside 

and outside. Better and more even light distribution along with cost savings. 
 

Soup Kitchen: We have been interviewed by an editor from the Catholic Courier reference our weekly soup 

kitchens for the needy. The Courier also sent in a photographer to take pictures of our Tuesday Soup Kitchen on 

February 18. We will be featured in a future article in the Catholic Courier. 

 

Degree Updates:   - As a reminder our Degree Ceremonies have changed effective February 2020. 

Supreme has issued new directives that must be followed by all Councils. The new Degrees will 

incorporate the 1st+ 2nd+3rd Degrees into one Degree Ceremony. Degree Candidates and their sponsors 

may invite Family and Friends to attend Degree Ceremonies. As a consequence we have postponed our 

February 1st Degree until further notice. I, along with other Degree Team members will be attending a 

Degree Ceremony workshop on March 10. We will announce a new Degree Ceremony for all candidates 

in the near future. (currently we have 24 new candidates) All current 1st or 2nd Degree Brothers, in 

good standing,  can also sign up to attend the new Degree Ceremony and advance their individual 

Degree status.  This will be a great opportunity to enhance your current Degree status or attain the 1-3 

Degrees during one combined Degree Ceremony.  Important that you contact Jack Baraczek (315 415-

5325) Alex Vanderpool (315 567-9659) or Joe LoPiccolo (315 246-8493) with your intentions to attend 

Degree Ceremonies -  

 
Membership Transfers: We welcome any transfer members in good standing from other Councils. If you are 

aware of any Brothers that would like to transfer to Council 207, please contact Joe Lopiccolo, Mark Carr or 

Myself. 

 

Membership: We added 46 new Brothers in 2019. Our goal will be to add 50 new Brothers and or transfers in 

2020. Plans are underway to host membership drives at our local Churches in the upcoming months. All 

candidates must be sponsored by an existing Brother Knight in good standing. 



 

 

By-Laws:  Our Advocate, Patrick Carbonaro, has advised me that the current BY-Laws for both Council 

and Home Corp. require updating. Patrick has also reviewed same with our former Advocate, John Rossi.  

We will be working closely with Patrick, Jeff Gage, Mark Carr, Bruce Sherman, Pat Crawford, John 

Montone and Alex Vanderpool to begin the updating process. As a guide we will follow the current By-

Law and Charter Constitution Laws received by Supreme. This is a significant process and work is still 

underway to complete. We will continue to update on progress in future newsletters and Council 

meetings. We are also required by Supreme to comply with newly established guidelines for Councils 

with Home Corps. This process remains ongoing and we anticipate a draft document sometime in 2020. 

 

Grand Knight Suggestion Box: I am always interested in any and all suggestions and recommendations 

that are in the Best interest of Council 207. There is a Grand Knight Suggestion Box located at the table 

near the front door. Your input and ideas are welcome.  

 

Christian Activities:  We will continue to expand our involvement in Catholic Christian Activities 

throughout the year. Increased involvement by Council in activities at Tyburn Academy, St Albert The 

Great, Catholic Parishes, Champions for Life, Special Council Masses, Seminarians, Christian couple’s 

events, Deacon Dennis Virtues events, local Pastors and Deacons, KOC Supreme special events and 

activities, Young men’s group activities, etc. Important that we all work together to ensure success and 

sustainability for these projects now and in future years.   

 

Work is complete in constructing a special permanent display area at the KOC to remind us all of our 

Catholic parishes and Catholic Christian affiliates and their roles in our faith community.  Displays will be 

posted in the near future. 

 

Notable Events:   Planned events for 2020 - sports night - casino night - clam/seafood night, Old timers 

recognition dinner -  Wine Tasting - bourbon tasting - Past Grand Knight cocktail hour - KOC Mass 

Dedication at Sacred Heart Church - Police Officers/Firemen recognition day - Pancake breakfasts  - Mass 

at KOC -    I have met with Father Brown at Sacred Heart/Saint Ann’s and plans are also under way to 

host a “Special Mass” of recognition for Council 207. If anyone has Council 207 memorabilia, please advise 

me “ASAP” - Rosary prayer service prior to Council meetings - Membership drive local and after Masses - 

coffee hour after Masses - membership drive 

 

Operation Enduring Gratitude 3: We have successfully launched our 3rd OEG3 event. Under the 

guidance of Dave Pappert we have identified several opportunities to raise donations for this “Very Special 

Event” to include - $100.00 raffle - Summer clambake - Veterans Gala - Golf Tournament - Casino Night - 

Sale of commemorative shirts and hoodies - etc. - additional information to follow. Event and weekend 

trip to Washington is scheduled for Sept/Oct 2021.  

 

NOTE: We are also looking for Veterans Memorabilia (hats-awards-medals-artifacts-pictures etc.) to 

display at The Knights. All will be displayed and secured in a glass case. Please contact Dave Pappert or 

Jack Baraczek for further info. 

 

Ongoing Updates:  Please forward additional weekly update request directly to Rich Kloster each 

Monday. E mail updates will be sent to all Council members + Ladies Auxiliary members that have an e 

mail on file. We are also looking for a volunteer to assist Rich in updating the council web site. 



 

 

Knights of Columbus Council #207 and our Ladies Auxiliary are very proud of the many charitable and 

service related projects our members are involved with. Through these efforts we are able to give back to our 

community, and more fully experience Knighthood in it's purest form. In this spirit Council #207 created 

"Operation Enduring Gratitude", a service project which hosts our area's World War II, Korean War, and 

Vietnam War veterans on first class, 3 day - 2 night trips to Washington, DC to experience the monuments 

and memorials that our grateful nation has constructed in their honor. The Council #207 family has raised 

over $150K since 2010, and has successfully completed two Operation Enduring Gratitude trips in 2012 & 

2017 providing life changing experiences for many of our local heroes. 

 

 

 

We are excited to announce that Council #207 is embarking upon our third Operation Enduing Gratitude trip 

(OEG3). 

There are several important ways the Council #207 family can help make OEG3 a success: 

1. Assist with identifying WWII, Korean War, and Vietnam War veterans who have not already traveled 

with OEG, and encourage them to to participate in our next trip. Some veterans may initially be reluctant to 

accept this gratitude, or may health considerations that may be concerned about. It is important that we 

encourage them to consider this trip, as these memorials mean much less if the veterans they were built to 

honor cannot experience them with the camaraderie of their brothers in arms. We are limited to 

approximately 70 veterans for this trip so we encourage interested veterans to register right away. 

Registration forms are available at Council #207, or by contacting David Pappert at (315) 246-4258, 

or david.pappert@gmail.com 

2. Make a donation to support OEG3. The cost of this trip will be approximately $80K and even with the 

outstanding community support we receive - we simply cannot achieve our goal without the direct financial 

support from our Brother Knights and the Ladies Auxiliary. Donation checks may be sent to: Knights of 

Columbus #207 Attn: Operation Enduring Gratitude, 47 Market St., Auburn NY 13021. Please 

indicate "OEG3" in the memo field of your check. 

3. Support our fundraisers over the next 18 months, these opportunities include our $100 Raffle (tickets 

available now at Council #207), our OEG3 Clambake at Yawger Brook on August 14th, and our Gala Dinner 

Dance commemorating the 75th Anniversary of the end of World War II, and honoring our local WWII 

veterans, on November 13th (more details to follow). 

Operation Enduring Gratitude is a tremendous opportunity for our Council #207 family to demonstrate our 

endless support of those who gave our nation a "blank check" to preserve freedom and our American way of 

life. If you have any questions please contact David Pappert at the contact information above.  

Operation Enduring Gratitude 

mailto:david.pappert@gmail.com


 

 

For Our Service Men & Women 
 

Dear Lord, we thank you for the lives and service of our men and women in the 
Armed Forces. Strengthen them and give them guidance as they stand in harm’s 
way to protect our nation and way of life. May they face each day of service in the 
same way Your Son Jesus did; with courage, dignity, and faith. And if it is your will 
when their work is through, bring them safely home. Lord, please also bless the families of our troops. 
Reward them generously for their sacrifices which are known only to You. May we never forget those 
who paid the ultimate price for our freedom and safety: those that have died in the service of our 
country. May they rest in peace forever with you in your Kingdom.  Amen.  In Honor to All Who Have 
Served. 
(Veterans Memorial Dedication Monument at St. John The Evangelist Church, Naples, Florida) 



 

 

MARCH upcoming EVENTS… 

Date 

March   Friday happy hour 3:00-6:00 

March   Entertainment committee - TBA 

March   Charitable giving committee - TBA 

March   Capital improvement committee - TBA 

March   Home Corp meeting - TBA 

2   Auburn Hockey meeting 

3   Soup kitchen 

4   Pop Warner meeting 

5   Trivia night - OEG3 

6   Friday fish dinner 4:30-8:00 (or until we run out) 

7   Jeff Gage party 1:00-4:00 

7   Joe Morbito party  5:00-10:00 

8   Daylight savings  - clocks ahead 1 hour 

8   Fingerlakes ski club 

9   Ladies Auxiliary meet 

10   Soup kitchen 

10   New Degree Ceremony training (Degree Team) 

11   Tim Hlywa meeting 

11   Tyburn Academy - Ball for the Brave 

12   Auburn realtors meeting 

13   Friday fish dinner 4:30-8:00 (or until we run out) 

16   Operation Enduring Gratitude 3 meeting 

17   St. Patrick's Day 

17   Soup kitchen 

19   Sting rays swim team dinner 

19   Virtues meet 

20   Friday fish dinner 4:30-8:00 (or until we run out) 

21   Baby shower 

24   Soup kitchen 

26   Rosary 6:30 

26   Council meeting 

27   Friday fish dinner 4:30-8:00 (or until we run out) 

31   Soup kitchen 

 



 

 

                                                                            Visit us on the web at www.kofc207.com 

Holy Father’s Prayer Intention 
 

Offered in Solidarity with Pope Francis 

 

We pray that the cries of our migrant brothers and sisters, victims or 

criminal trafficking, may be heard and considered. 

TYBURN ACADEMY  

BASKETBALL TEAM 

SOUP KITCHEN  

VOLUNTEERS 



 

 

LADIES AUXILIARY UPDATE FROM SANDY JORGENSEN…...  
 

 Final 4 meat raffle - 2 “Winners” - $250.00 gift certificate from Indelicatos  
     Market - tickets at KOC bar 
 
 Donating 2 educational scholarships to help individuals with their continued 

education - applications at KOC - deadline for applications is March 31, 2020 
 
 
 
Sandy 
 
Sandra Jorgensen 
nanajorg03@verizon.net 
 

  
  
 
 

NOTES FROM OUR INSURANCE AGENT 
 



 

 

BAR UPDATE FROM TOM CRAWFORD…. 
 

As always, thanks for your continued support, loyalty and patronage  of 

Council 207 in 2020. Our Brothers as well as Ladies Auxiliary and their 

guests are truly making a difference thru your participation, support and 

attendance at the Knights.  Our YTD 2020 gross receipts are in line with our general 

budget expectations.   Year over year monthly revenues and margins continue to be 

positive. We are also with in our fiscal budget guidelines.  However we have experienced 

several price increases over the past 12 months from our vendors. As a result we will be 

raising our bar prices effective mid March 2020 in order to offset raising costs.  

 

Bartenders will be undergoing training updates to include ABC training and sexual 

harassment trying.  

Happy hour specials continue each Friday.  Sunday guest bartender sign up sheets are 

posted at The Knights. This is a fun event for all to enjoy and includes special foods 

prepared by the guest bartenders. 

 

We are also in our busy season with several activities scheduled in the coming weeks and 

months. Please schedule all events with Don Poole.  Don’t forget Friday fish fry dinners 

at the Knights - 4:40 - 8:00 or until we run out. Maggies again will be our host. Live 

entertainment also provided each Friday. 

 

I look forward to seeing you all  at The KOC.   Any recommendations or  ideas you may 

have are always welcome.   Again, thanks for your loyalty and support of council 207. I 

look forward to seeing you soon and don’t forget to bring a friend.   

 
Thanks,  
Tom 
 
 

 

Special Thanks…. 
   This newsletter is printed  with the help and donations of IMS 

Thanks to Lee and Tara Vanderpool and their TEAM! 



 

 

St. Albert the Great Academy 
134 Washington Street 
Auburn, NY 13021 
AuburnCatholicEd@gmail.com 

  Latest news: our website is now live!  Information regarding tuition 
rates, registration materials, uniforms, curriculum, job postings, 

etc...can be found at http://www.stalbertthegreatacademy.com  

ST. ALBERT THE GREAT ACADEMY 

  Opening September 2020 Pre-K to 5th Grade 

http://www.stalbertthegreatacademy.com/


 

 

 

  OLDIES BUT 

GOLDIES 



 

 

The Knights of Columbus in Auburn, NY is the perfect spot for your 

next special occasion.  The impressive hall and lounge can  

accommodate over 130 guests and is equipped for all your party 

needs. 

        
Catering is available for an additional fee,  

or you may use our kitchen facilities 

 

For inquires and reservations, contact:   

    Donald  Poole:  315-730-1608 
47 Market Street 

Auburn, NY 13021 

WEDDINGS 

BANQUETS 

BEREAVEMENTS 

SPECIAL EVENTS 

... 



 

 



 

 

Knights of Columbus 

Auburn Council #207 

47-51 Market Street 

Auburn, NY 13021 


