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Brother Knights, Family Members, Readers, Friends 

Knights of Columbus   Established in 1897  

        The days are getting a little longer (1 minute per day beginning 

        December 22) and February brings us one month closer to  

        spring. Our soup kitchen is well underway beginning January  

        thru March each Tuesday. The Lenten season beginning with  

        Ash Wednesday, March 13, is just around the corner and yes,  

       Maggie’s will again be providing Friday fish dinners throughout 

       Lent. 

 

There is a lot going on at the Knights and activities are on the increase. Thank you to 

all of our Volunteers that work so very hard to “Make it Happen”.   I am also pleased 

to report that as a result of our 1st Degree Ceremony on January 9th we have added 9 

new Brothers to Council 207. We have also added 16 new transfer Brothers from the 

St. Francis Council. A good start to the New Year.  I would also like to recognize Past 

Grand Knight Don Poole’s Grandson Tim Locastro who will be reporting to the 

Arizona Diamondbacks major league baseball training camp in February. Tim’s 

journey continues and we all wish him well. 

 

On another note I feel compelled to address an unfortunate situation that has propelled 

the Knights of Columbus into the national political spotlight.  Recently two of our 

United States Senators questioned a judicial nominee about his membership in the 

Knights of Columbus citing as disqualifiers his Catholicism and his affiliation with the 

Knights of Columbus.  This is not the 1st time that people have questioned whether 

Catholics could be good citizens or honest public servants. One only needs to visit a 

local cemetery or Arlington National Cemetery to view the thousands of graves of our 

servicemen and women, many of whom are Catholics, who sacrificed and gave their 

lives for this Great Country and are Great Citizens. 

 

From our very beginning, the Knights of Columbus has been an organization adhering 

to the teachings of the Catholic Church. Our primary motivation is Christ’s great 

commandment that we love God and our neighbor as we would ourselves.  This love 

guides us to do our great charitable giving on behalf of those in need either in the inner 

cities of the US or in refugee camps around the world. Our donations over the last 

decade equal over $1 billion dollars as well as hundreds of million of hours in 

volunteer work. Each year our local Council 207 contributes thousands of dollars and 

hundreds of volunteer hours in support of our local community. 

 

Article Vl of the US Constitution forbids a religious test for public office. The 1st 

Amendment guarantees our free exercise of religion, freedom of association and 

freedom of speech. Any suggestion that the Knights adherence to the beliefs of the 

Catholic Church makes a Brother Knight unfit for office violates our constitutional 

rights. 

 

In closing, let us all continue to express our love of God and neighbor. Let us continue 

to help those in need and stand by our Church and Faith. 

From our founding Father McGivney and our core virtues of Charity - Unity - 

Fraternity - Patriotism we are reminded that a good Catholic is a Good Citizen. As 

Catholics we will show civility, good judgement and dignity even in the face of 

prejudice. 

2019 



 

 

Fraternally,  

 

Jack        

Jack Baraczek 

Grand Knight, Council 207 

Please feel free to contact me should you have questions or just to talk. I would welcome your input.    

My contact information:  Phone: 315 415-5325      E mail: jackbaraczek@gmail 

NOTE: parts of the above are excerpts from the January 3 e-mail from Carl Anderson as well as from an 

article appearing in The Citizen by Kathryn Lopez. Kathryn’s article is included in this newsletter. I will 

share Carl Anderson’s e mail at our next Council meeting in January. Please contact me if you would like to 

receive an e mail copy of Carl’s communication. 

 



 

 

Special Thanks - I would like to give “Special Thanks and Recognition” to the  

following individuals: The list grows........ 
 

Families - Thanks to our  Families for  your  suppor t, understanding and par ticipation in our  KOC activities 

Finance committee - The mission continues - year over year improvements continue— Bob Pine-Mark Carr-John Montone-Pat 

Crawford-Bruce Sherman-Dave Henry - for their continued efforts , professionalism and commitment to stay the course   

Charitable committee - Bruce Sherman (Chair) Alex Vanderpool, Tom McNabb, Tim Delaney, Andy Sheridan, Dave Pappert - our 

mission continues - our charitable donations remain strong and growing - continued growth = increased giving to those in need.  

Entertainment committee: We are looking for  additional volunteers for  our  enter tainment committee. Meetings are held once 

a month. Please contact me asap if you are interested. 

Capital projects committee: We are looking for  volunteers for  this very impor tant committee. The main goal of this 

committee will be to project the capital investment needs of our Council Home over the next several years. It is very important the 

we address the capital improvement needs of Council and be proactive vs reactive.   

Veterans - thanks always to our Veterans - we celebrate you not only on Veterans Day but each and every day of the year - thank 

you for your service to our Great Country.  

Volunteer of the month - January - Tim Chadwick -  I would like to congratulate Tim as our volunteer of the month for January. 

Tim is always there lending a hand and volunteering for many of our events. What many of you do not see are the hours Tim spends 

at The Knights cooking and prepping for events.  Our resident “Chief cook and bottle washer” can often be found at BJ’s and other 

locations buying products to host our events. Tim always gives of his time freely with an infectious smile and attitude. Thanks Tim 

for your continued help and support of Council 207. Your actions and deeds do not go unnoticed.  

NOTE: We will have a special 2018 Volunteer  of the month recognition par ty in the 1st qtr  of 2019 for  all Volunteer  of the 

month recipients.  Details to follow. 

Deacon John Tomandl - Mike Skomsky -  Thank you for hosting up our Rosary Service each month at 6:30 prior to our Council 

meetings. 

Father Enright - Enjoy your  time on vacation in Flor ida - January-March. Safe travel and see you in the spring. 

Patrick Carbonaro  -  thanks for your continued council and guidance in support of Council 207 

Lee Vanderpool - thanks for  your continued support of our newsletter  

Building fund donations - Final Notice: thanks to all who have so generously donated to our  campaign - your contributions will 

be duly noted and posted on a special plaque unless you choose otherwise. If you   do not want your name recognized please advise 

Joe LoPiccolo or John Montone. Every day we receive a contribution. All donations regardless of amount are truly appreciated and 

are tax deductible. NOTE: we will post a donations board in Feb 2019. If you do not want your name displayed on the board please 

contact Jack Baraczek or Bruce Sherman. We will also sponsor a dedication and recognition party for all involved in Feb. 

Wives, Families, Significant others - thanks for your support of our Council Brothers and members of The Ladies Auxiliary - 

volunteering takes time and effort and your support is appreciated 

Officers, Trustees, members of Home Corp. - thanks always for your extra effort and support of Council. 

Jeff Gage - Thanks for your time as President of Home Corp and always lending a hand with your musical talent and equipment. Jeff 

has also been reelected as President of Home Corp. for another term. 

Don Poole - all of us appreciate your event and schedule coordination 

Jim LaMay - thanks for your continued time and efforts in managing the bar and your newsletter updates   

Bartenders - thanks for your continued wit, your humor, your infectious smiles and putting up with the antics of our patrons  - 

thanks all for putting up with our bartenders. We are also looking for additional bartenders to supplement our Team. Please contact 

either Jim LaMay or Jack Baraczek if interested. 

 “THE” Ladies Auxiliary - Sandy and TEAM - thank always  for your continued charitable contributions to our community and 

Council - your efforts and that of the Ladies Auxiliary   

Council 207 Brothers and Ladies Auxiliary members - thanks for helping to promote Council 207 and also for your participation 

in Council activities and visiting the KOC  

Special thanks - to the many volunteers that continue to appear in this section each month 



 

 

News and Views:   Results year over year continue to be very favorable,  YTD January 2019 vs YTD 

December 2018 for both Council and Home Corp are within our fiscal budgets.  Buy vs gross % continue as 

“Best in Class”. The average past 3 months gross vs spend = 31%, vs the industry average of 41%. Our best 

performance to date. Every % of improvement = increased profits for Council and increased charitable 

contributions. Our financial committee continues to meet each month. Mark Carr  provides an update on 

our fiscal performance, YTD, for both Council and Home Corp. Detailed financial  updates are available at 

monthly Council meetings.  Home Corp. is current with all obligations to Council. Based upon performance, 

additional $’s are being allocated from Home Corp. to Council in support of our initiatives and charitable 

contributions.  

 
Activities in January were very strong. 38 events scheduled in January.  Our rental contributions are the 

highest in several years.  Many organizations are booking their events/meetings into 2019. It is very 

important that you contact Don Poole well in advance when booking an event.  A debit/credit system was 

approved by Home Corp.  We will delay implementation until we are fully staffed with additional 

bartenders.  Our physical building is in need of repair over the next 1-5 years. In addition to the new roof we 

are in need of the following - painting inside and out - repair of outside rear wall - stove repair or 

replacement - coat parking lot - remove and replace rear landscaping - security system - new computer - 

reconfigure kitchen - replace ice machine - replace air conditioner (21 years old) repair outside walls, etc.. All 

have been identified at Council meetings and with in our finance committee . Plans are under way to 

prioritize and set up a schedule to proactively address all issues over the next 5 years. We will establish a 

budget and timeline and all will require Council approval. The financial committee met on January 30th  to 

review the time frame to complete and the path forward. 

 
Building Fund New Roof:   Our special roof project is complete. We will have a special dedication 

ceremony, recognition and party for all that participated and donated. 1st qtr 2019 

 

Degree Updates:  We completed a 1st Degree on January 9 at Council - 9 candidates completed their 1st 

Degree Ceremony. We are planning a 2nd Degree Ceremony during April/May. (Details to follow) 

 
Membership Transfers: We have and will continue to welcome all transfers in good standing from the St 

Frances Council and have already processed 16 transfers. Council 207 has an opportunity to except transfers 

from approximately 60 Brothers. If you know of any Brothers from the St Frances Council that have 

questions regarding transfer process please have them contact either Matt Fallon (Gr Knight St Frances ) or 

Myself.  In the coming months I will post a list of new member transfers.  

 

Membership: With the addition of 9 new 1st Degree members + 16 transfer members from St. Francis we 

have added 25 members to Council 207 - a very good start to 2019. Thanks to Mark Carr and the Degree 

Team for a job well done. 

 
 



 

 

By-Laws:  Our Advocate, Patrick Carbonaro, has advised me that the current BY-Laws for both 

Council and Home Corp. require updating. Patrick has also reviewed same with our former 

Advocate, John Rossi.  We will be working closely with Patrick, Jeff Gage, Mark Carr, Bruce 

Sherman, Pat Crawford, John Montone and Alex Vanderpool to begin the updating process. As a 

guide we will follow the current BY-Law and Charter Constitution Laws received by Supreme. This 

is a significant process and work is still underway to complete. We will continue to update on 

progress in future newsletters and Council meetings. We are also required by Supreme to comply 

with newly established guidelines for Councils with Home Corps. This process remains ongoing and 

we anticipate a draft document with in the 1st qtr of 2019. 

 

Additional Council members:   Plans are also underway to hold KOC Council 207 membership drives 

at the end of each Parish Mass early in 2019. We will be meeting with all parish priests in our area to 

review our program and obtain the necessary permission to proceed. We are also proposing to 

provide a coffee hour each quarter after Masses. 

 

Grand Knight Suggestion Box: I am always interested in any and all suggestions and recommendations 

that are in the Best interest of Council 207. There is a Grand Knight Suggestion Box located at the table 

near the front door. Your input and ideas are welcome.  

 

Christian Activities:  We will continue to expand our involvement in Catholic Christian Activities 

throughout the year. Increased involvement by Council in activities at Tyburn Academy, St Joseph, 

Catholic Parishes, Champions for Life, Special Council Masses, Seminarians, Christian couple’s events, 

Deacon Dennis Virtues events, local Pastors and Deacons, KOC Supreme special even and activities, 

Young men’s group activities, etc. Important that we all work together to ensure success and 

sustainability for these projects now and in future years.   

 

Work is complete in constructing a special permanent display area at the KOC to remind us all of our 

Catholic parishes and Catholic Christian affiliates and their roles in our faith community.  Displays will be 

posted in the near future. 

 

Notable Events:   Planned events for 2019 - sports night - casino night - clam/seafood night, Old timers 

recognition dinner -  Wine Tasting - bourbon tasting - Past Grand Knight cocktail hour - KOC Mass 

Dedication at Sacred Heart Church - Police Officers/Firemen recognition day - Pancake breakfasts  - Mass 

at KOC -    I have met with Father Brown at Sacred Heart/Saint Ann’s and plans are also under way to 

host a “Special Mass” of recognition for Council 207. If anyone has Council 207 memorabilia, please advise 

me “ASAP” - Rosary prayer service prior to Council meetings - Membership drive local and after Masses - 

coffee hour after Masses - membership drive 

 

Ongoing Updates:  Please forward additional weekly update request directly to Rich Kloster each 

Monday. E mail updates will be sent to all Council members + Ladies Auxiliary members that have an e 

mail on file. We are also looking for a volunteer to assist Rich in updating the council web site. 



 

 



 

 

 

For Our Service Men & Women 
 

Dear Lord, we thank you for the lives and service of our men and women in the 
Armed Forces. Strengthen them and give them guidance as they stand in harm’s 
way to protect our nation and way of life. May they face each day of service in the 
same way Your Son Jesus did; with courage, dignity, and faith. And if it is your will 
when their work is through, bring them safely home. Lord, please also bless the families of our troops. 
Reward them generously for their sacrifices which are known only to You. May we never forget those 
who paid the ultimate price for our freedom and safety: those that have died in the service of our 
country. May they rest in peace forever with you in your Kingdom.  Amen.  In Honor to All Who Have 
Served. 
(Veterans Memorial Dedication Monument at St. John The Evangelist Church, Naples, Florida) 



 

 

FEBRUARY upcoming EVENTS… 

February  Friday Happy Hour 3:00-6:00 

February  Friday - appetizers  

February  Entertainment committee - TBA 

2  Auburn Hockey 

2  SU vs Pittsburg 6:00 

2  ND VS BC - 2:00 

3  Super bowl party - 12:00-3:00 - bar specials—appetizers - build your 

 own Bloody Mary etc. 

3  Super Bowl LIII-6:30 

5  Soup kitchen - 4:30-6:30 

5  Deacon Dennis presentation - 6:30 

6  Pop Warner 6:00 

6  ND @ Miami - 7:00 

8  Feed the Body Benefit - 5:00-9:00 

9  Party 

9  SU vs BC - 2:00 

10  ND vs Georgia Tech - 6:00 

11  Ladies Auxiliary meet - 6:00 

12  Soup kitchen - 4:30-6:30 

12  Deacon presentation series - 6:30 

13  Virtues committee - 10:30 AM 

13  SU @ NC State - 8:00 

16  Grand Knight Volunteer recognition lunch - 12:00 

16  ND @ UVA - 2:00 

19  Soup kitchen - 4:30-6:30 

19  ND vs Wake Forest - 7:00 

19  Deacon Dennis presentation series - 6:30 

20  SU vs Louisville - 7:00 

23  SU vs Duke - 6/8:00 

23  Roof project recognition - 4:00 

23  ND vs Virginia Tec - 4:00 

25  ND @ Florida St - 7:00 

26  Soup kitchen - 4:30-6:30 

26  SU @ N Carolina - 7/9:00 

28  Rosary session - 6:30 

28  Council meeting - 7:00 



 

 

                                                                            Visit us on the web at www.kofc207.com 

Holy Father’s Prayer Intention 
 

Offered in Solidarity with Pope Francis 

 

That young people, especially in Latin America, follow the example of Mary 

and respond to the call of the Lord to communicate the joy of the Gospel to the world 

February 2019  

Virtue of the Month 

By Deacon Mike Evans, St. Peter & Paul Ukrainian Catholic Church 

 Honesty 
 

Honesty is one of the foundational stones of any relationship, whether it be with family, 

friends or neighbors.  Building a relationship without honesty is like to building a house over a 

sink hole. Sooner or later, being dishonest with another, will be found out and cause a 

relationship to sink into an abyss, so destroyed and unrepairable that the relationship will 

never be restored.  

 

But even more harmful is when we are not honest with ourselves. When we ignore whom we 

really are with the image of who we think we are or hope to be.  This could be due to egotism, 

when we need to project ourselves to be better than others, which lowers our worth, while 

trying to lower the worth of others in order to help us falsely believe that we are better than 

they.  Being dishonest with our self, when we blame others for our failures.  By doing this this, 

we pass up the opportunity to work on our weaknesses, that only leads to repetition of the 

same failure.  When we cheat in order to win, we always lose, no matter the outcome of the 

game. 

 

To have strong, lasting and meaningful relationship, “honesty is the best policy” should be 

more than just our motto, it should be our way of life.  



 

 

LADIES AUXILIARY UPDATE FROM SANDY JORGENSEN…...  
 
Happy February to all! 

 
The Ladies Auxiliary will be sponsoring an auction benefit on February 8th from 5 PM- 
9 PM.  FEED THE BODY - FEED THE SPIRIT will benefit our soup kitchen at the 
Knights Of Columbus as well as other oval charities.  Please consider purchasing a 
ticket and supporting us. The committee has been working very hard to secure 
donations  and items for the auction.  There will be wine tasting, basket raffles, silent 
and live auctions.   
 
Tickets are $10 each and the price includes admission and food throughout the 
evening.  Cash bar available. Ticket sales are moving slowly so please help us out by 
buying a ticket. They are available at the bar or from  several auxiliary members.  
We hope to see you there. 
 
Save the Date!!!!!   Our annual Polish /Ukrainian Dinner is 
scheduled for Sunday March 3rd.   The meal will be Pigs in 
the Blanket, pierogis, kapusta, and kielbasa. Tickets will be 
available in February.  
 
Please remember  Sue  Bertonica and  Lisa  Derring in your 
prayers.  Stay warm.... Happy St. Valentine’s Day and see 
you at the club!    
 
As always ...Bring a Friend! 
 
Sandy 
 
Sandra Jorgensen 
nanajorg03@verizon.net 
 
 



 

 

BAR UPDATE FROM JIM LAMAY…. 
As always, thanks for your continued support, loyalty and patronage  of Council 207 in 
2019. Our Brothers as well as Ladies Auxiliary and their guests are truly making a 
difference thru your participation, support and attendance at the Knights. 

 

Our January gross receipts are in line with our budget expectations. January was a 
slower month vs December however we maintained a consistent and strong margin contribution. 
Always important to book early with Don Poole to secure a date in 2019. 

 

Year over year monthly revenues and margins continue to be positive. We are also well with in our 
fiscal budget guidelines and our cost ratio performance continues to be best in class even though 
we have had some price increases. We continue to maintain our selling prices however we are still 
conducting a full cost analysis of our products and will advise of any changes after our mid year 
close. 

 

Specials continue for all SU + Notre Dame games - happy hour pricing + snacks during game times 
- feel free to bring a snack to pass. Congratulations to SU on their defeat of Duke on Jan 14. A 
Great Game. Several individuals brought snacks and food for all to enjoy. Also, Super Bowl is right 
around the corner We will have some early bird specials prior to the game. 

 

A guest bartender sheet has been posted for Sundays. Guest bartenders are on from 12:00-2:00 
and promise to bring special food for all to enjoy. Please take the time to sign up. 

 

We are still looking to set up a bourbon and wine club. Minimal annual membership with quarterly 
tastings by  local merchants and suppliers. Special wine and bourbon glasses for each individual 
joining. Additional ideas are welcome. Really need your thoughts on this. 

 

NOTE: Please get the word out with in our Council members and The Ladies Auxiliary. We are 
looking for 2 additional bartenders as well as 2 temporary bartenders. Please contact either myself, 
Jack Baraczek or Jeff Gage if anyone is interested. 

 

I look forward to seeing you soon and don't forget to bring a friend.   Any recommendations or  
ideas you may have are always welcome.   

 

Again, thanks for your loyalty and support of council 207. I look forward to seeing you soon and 
don’t forget to bring a friend.   

 
Thanks,  
Jim   

Special Thanks…. 
   This newsletter is printed  with the help and donations of IMS 

Thanks to Lee and Tara Vanderpool and their TEAM! 



 

 



 

 



 

 

The Knights of Columbus in Auburn, NY is the perfect spot for your 

next special occasion.  The impressive hall and lounge can  

accommodate over 130 guests and is equipped for all your party 

needs. 

        
Catering is available for an additional fee,  

or you may use our kitchen facilities 

 

For inquires and reservations, contact:   

    Donald  Poole:  315-730-1608 
47 Market Street 

Auburn, NY 13021 

WEDDINGS 

BANQUETS 

BEREAVEMENTS 

SPECIAL EVENTS 

... 



 

 

NOTES FROM OUR INSURANCE AGENT 
Jerry Antosh 

315-730-0811 

Email:  jerry.antosh@kofc.org 

For all your insurance needs 

BE CONFIDENT in the protection you provide your family.    

BE CONFIDENT in their future.   

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS INSURANCE 

YOUR SHIELD FOR LIFE 

As your fellow member, and Insurance  Agent, please give me an opportunity to share with you and 

your family  the benefits that the of the Knights of Columbus have to secure their future 



 

 

Knights of Columbus 

Auburn Council #207 

47-51 Market Street 

Auburn, NY 13021 


